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nT rOD ijCTION His SupP 0 ^ 

N ise Him, seek /nah & fr ° 

Allah. We pr t reftig e ,n A He whom 

AllP raise ^ d Fo!gi veneSS d from 0^ mlsdee a d n S yo ne and h * 

G id a " cean Aurselves and misg aided ^ a by anyone- I 

% evils of o^.,, never ^ er g be guided 1 ^ n o 
Allah Allah misg uldeS ^ d but Allah ’ Ser vant an 

partner, an 

Messenger. 

having a HOME IS a BLESSING 

Allah * r : <*«*£ ^ SS « 

they take as their homes for shelter and for other beneficial 
purposes . 1 

What does ‘home’ mean to each one of us? Is not it the 
place where he eats, has sexual intercourse with his wife, 
sleeps and rests? Is not it the place of his seclusion and 

reunion with his wife and children? Is not it the nlace of 
chastity for a woman 1 ? Allot, pl lace ot 

<Remain in your homes and H h ^ Says in thls context: 
Jhey used to dress during the time ^ UP fanci,y the way 

W-Ahzab:X). 8 etime of primitive Ignorance.) 
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If you think about homeless people; I mean those who live i n 
shelters and at the roadsides, and those who live in refugee 
camps, you will then appreciate the blessing of having a 
home. And if you hear someone say, “I have no fixed abode 
to live in. Some times I sleep at such and such a person’s 
place, sometimes in a cafe, park, or beach, and using my car 
as a wardrobe,” you will then understand the real sense of 
instability resulting from being deprived of the blessing 0 f 
having a home. Allah’s 9K revenge from the Jews of Banu 
An-Nadhir was exemplified in his deprivation of their 
homes: (He is the One who turned those people of the Book 
who disbelieved, out of their homes in the first banishment > 
(They tore their houses down with their own hands as well 
as through the believers’ hands so Ieam a i~ cc e 

have any insight!) (Al-Hashr2) ’ ° n ’ y ° U Who 


.r family ^ 


R£ F orMING from Hellfir e 

will be men a Allah in anything \ ( At 

Tahrirrr.S) 


Hrim.v) 

COND: The immense onus assigned to the head of the 
ul y and for which he will account before Allah 6f on the 
r of Judgment. The Prophet M said, “Allah M will be 
ng evety head of family to account for the task he has 
i entrusted with, whether he has carried it out properly or 
ected it; and he will be asked to account for his family.” 1 


ad of family to account for the task he ha: 
/ith, whether he has carried it out properly oi 
he will be asked to account for his family.” 1 


THIRD: Home is the place for the protection of the self 
S,. e tr^' egal ^ ^ Prophet 


'^£££*1* *•». takes refuge 


VST--L J '° « the 
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, leader with the intention of revering 
Allah visiting ° ne s0 that peo ple are safe 

S-SKZ—•- 

. -M„' S i» > ““ ° ,fm ° lies in his remamin8 31 
home.”" 

A Muslim would understand quite well the benefit of this 
approach (remaining indoors) when he feels crippled to 
change a prevalent evil, and having a refuge (home) would 
protect him from being involved in or sighting an evil, his 
wife from disclosing her beauty, and his children from evil 
peers. 

FOURTH: Usually, people spend most of their time at 
home, especially during times of heat wave, severe cold or 
heavy rain, daybreak and nightfall, and during their breaks 
from work or study. Therefore, this free time must be 
devoted to acts of worship; otherwise it will be dissipated in 
unlawful acts. 

n F '™ : This is the most important reason. Taking care of 
the edifirp 6 f °!< ° F tFie most s '8 n ificant means of erecting 
tSZSZr? "** G ' nera "y- s “i«y consists 
streets, and street ^ *!! ^ ac ^ ones ’ homes are located in 

the backbone is goTd^Ln™ ^ ° f SOciety ’ Therefore > if 
Allah’s % Laws anH , S0ciety will be strong through 
m the f,« of Allah's * 

! Atina,i 

OSuTri!* ° f Aa “ n Mwa by T>^a y,an,i Muinad *I-Firdaws, on 


^ the ° C 

lhe g „od and ^ s, ' ng 

If the ^Jnts^to 11 society! Allah « 

pi0US Wl stitute the pillars ofreform’ mporta nt and while 

rri-r-S- ™ ay be neg 

:::^“on*h,sa,ha„d„ow,. 

What are the means of reforming one s hom 

The answer to this question consists of recommendations 
which, it is hoped, Allah % may make them beneficial and 
assist the children of Islam in their endeavours to re-convey 
the message of how the Muslim home should be. These 
recommendations revolve around two issues: The acquisition 
Of benefit, which is the preaching of good and the wardine- 
offofev.1, which is the preaching to eliminate it. 
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the foundation of a good home 

The First Recommendation: 

The right choice of one’s wife 

Allah & says: (Marry off any single persons among y ou , as 
well as your honourable servants and maids. If they are 
poor, Allah will enrich them from His bounty. Allah ^ 
Boundless, Aware.) ( An-Nur:32) Is 

Any Muslim who thinks of building a good hom^ , , 
choose a good wife on the basis of theVollfwTng t^tions ' 

- “A woman is married for four things: Her wealth rw • 
beauty and religion. So marry" th* , h ' P ed, gree, 
otherwise, you will be the loser. re,I g>ous woman, 

a " d best 

an ‘-—v 

• The latter tradition is also „ 

«*ys‘t™ rair i,,li,M ,b " »«» 
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d fertile amongst wometb ft>r 

0 pn for their wombs are the 

“Marry the virgin amongst Jfi^hest and they are the most 

* loanother 

tradition-“.-less cunning. 

And while having a good wife is one of the four components 
of happiness, then the bad wife should constitute one of the 
four components of misery, as the Prophet # stated in the 
following tradition: “Part of one’s happiness is having a 
good wife, who pleases you when you look at her, and whom 
you on mist with herself and your wealth when you so 

SyrS^eTS^ W ' fe Wh ° diSP ' eaSeS 

"tan you canno, trust with herself and your^weal'th. ”° U ' ^ 

«* ftther or 

"* '"O™! «£ Z, ,n S tradition rr " S as s « out bv ,T’ 
many V n„ r I s and r e |jaj nn ' un - if you ar^i y tfle 

'Wai, ^"Sitlers/sisfers " a s “itor, th en J?,® 8 ** 1 With 

mW,0 ”»i'ipeva® l, : ,f >'oud„ li a “ 0 * l >it nt o 

311 °n earth.”4 


! lh ep ° ne<| byim 
r^Maiinx, ma m 


and 


45) . °n the aui|, 0 

radriroi, n, en . 

' /a ^, Ma Jia.K,o.„ n ° ne d 


ed hy fb „ tl0r i 


,r % of A 


This trad 


,n -4s 


Si/s 


!it '°n is 


nas. 


a lso 




ni enti 


io ned 


U 
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In summary, the mairiage between a good husband and a 
good wife will undoubtedly result in the establishment of a 
good home, as the Qur’an puts it metaphorically: <A g 00 d 
land brings forth its plants with its Lord’s permission, but the 
corrupt, it comes forth but scantily.) (Al-A 'raf. 58) 


The Second Recommendation 
Endeavour to reform one’s wife 

If one’s wife is good, then that is part of Allah’s Bounty bi 
if she is not, then it is the duty of the husband to strive i 
reforming her Usually, the act of reform in* one’s wi 
occurs in the following cases- Pirct , , B one s w ” 

religious ' T' vX bT" “ T 

*»«««JwiKetfrj 1 , " 

* h* .f SJgg; Z7: ld many a » 

certain woman under the nrpcc r/-’ 0ne wou ^ marry ; 
the husband should really™ ° f h ' S family ' ,n an y case 

Jf-Heahould firs, know thatS ** in reformin g his 
J’. and that it is Allah * W L J? ,dance comes from Allah 
, A ah : s * blessing upon 0miS 3 bad wife - Part of 
^^^•(AndCse^-f 9 15 His ^forming 
iy* :90) ■ ‘ Se > right’ ?n Z £ nght for him.) (A/- 

! Sls° r m ^r- AccoXTft ma ^S her be 

J^ CC ° rd * n ® et ® V ^ta^^^jJe* bUt A " ahn * made h " 

ade her a respectfu, womaif”* impudent - but Allah 


5/364 (D ar 


Ash-Sha'b) 


,„ fr ,f.r».i»s»“ e ’ swtfe: 


her: 

a , to observe .he nigh, prayer (.Qiyyamu-toyl.). 

b To read the Qur’an. 

c’ To learn by heart the morning and evening 
invocations. 


d. To give Sadaqa. 

e. To read useful Islamic literature. 


h. 


ot/iviiirV* anu idlLil. 

To have as companions whom you choose for 
er to be of good religious background and 

punrojJ° v is i , s COnVerSati0n and 
aWay ft °»> =vil companions and 
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OF FAITH AT HOME 


The Third Recommendation: 

Making one’s home a place for invoking Allah g 

In this context, the Prophet * said: “The example of a house 
in which Allah * is invoked and one in which Allah M is not 
invoked is similar to that of the living and dead .” 1 

Therefore, it is necessary to turn one’s home into a place for 
the various invocations of Allah Ss, whether silently or 
loudly, by praying, reading the Qur’an, and discussing 
religious science or its various disciplines. There are several 
Muslim homes today which are dead because they are 
devoid of Allah’s % invocations, as the above tradition 
describes them. In fact, what would be the state of homes in 
which only the sound of music, gossip and backbiting are 
heard? What would be the state of such homes in which 
trnngs are being committed such as mingling of men with 

Zr, "J ,T an " 8 their H ‘J ah before their male 

have easy acceceT th u*" ^ em t0 marr y) or neighbours who 
How will angels enter homes 

that you revive vour h ' S ^'ghly recommended 

Allah *. y h ° mes w,th the va rious invocations of 


Reported by Muslim 


on ‘he authority of Abu 


Musa (1/539) 
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r< nl „ - , his bro0 lcl • 

tifeZ*’**'* 

<£> ^ ms ' m in this verse WaS 

„ W A^* : “T^^ 0 d say ,.o observe 
MosqlieS ’ 

According .» * of Pharaoh 

of Moses who, when they . • difficulties, were 

^^raVlimilarly, Allah * says in the 
following verse: ^0 you who believe, seek help through 

..hnnnn n«rl nrnwar \ f AIR/~l/l' 1 S ^ ^ 


hB£ co,^ d fo? worship) 

^ »^ <3P his hrCher. 


ordered to pray a lot. bux**— v , -- 
following verse: ^0 you who believe, seek help tnrougn 

patience and prayer.) ( Al-Baqara : 153)” 

Praying during a time of crisis was also an act which the 

Prophet g did: “Whenever the Prophet M was in a difficult 
situation, he would pray.” 

rtcl'Musi"™."' Worship al home ’ especially 
” State weakness, 

1“oted ! , at home. Ma , en to observe nr 

Sa ying : “| 
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went to the Prophet % and said to him: “o 
Messenger! My eyesight is deteriorating and I am u llah ’ s 
who leads my people in prayers. When it rains, th ° ne 
separating us overflows and I am unable to cross^!!? 
their mosque and lead the prayers. So I was h ° Ve 0 
would come to my house and pray therein, and I w !"i! y ° U 
it into a mosque thereafter.” The Prophet * said “t• 1 f Um 
that, by Allah’s Leave.” Later on the day the Pronh^i d ° 
Abu Bak, * came to my house. The £<XT* S? 1 
permission to go in my house, so I gave him nermkc ° F 

do that. He went in, and before he sat down he a S '° 

which part of the house I wanted him to pray’ I pointed^ “ 
area in my house, and he started prayine Wetne 
behind h,m, and followed suit. The Prophet * prayed tw 0 P 


should ^ t0 lt>n Hajar ’ the above tradition indicates that one 
Hotvef ZT 3 SPeCifiC pan in the house praying, 
mosque in ~ d °f , not mean that the rules applicable to a 
place ofnr nera '. Sh0Uld als ° be a PP ,ica ble to that specific 
' Ven if “» beJgiven 


r,:. 

* m: bestow mercy upon a 

*'T.t M wife up <0 do «f*:T 1 

ClS^ m,erovaher 

Furtheimore, urging women to give sadaqa is also another 
means of increasing their faith. The importance of givi g 
Sadaqa ms referred to by the Prophet in the following 
tradition: “0 you women! Give sadaqa , for 1 noticed that 
you are the most inhabitants of Hellfire.” 3 One of the ideas 
which would encourage women to give Sadaqa is providing 
a donation box at home for the poor and needy, and anv 

^r P : r ,h r,? ouldbeconside - d ^ 

Wand should sel f or ^"‘whc eXam P le which the 

on a '- ayyam 

SSf* * nimh and S'! momh >. Mondays 
- m °st da« ?n f . Muha ™™. An** Dav 



o/ ' 8£ 'M:lMnc Abu Da Wi 


ud. 


See Sahih 


Al -Jami■■ 


’ ; 3488. 


17 





The Sixth Recommendation 
Giving importance to specific invocations 
for entering and leaving one’s house 

Invocations for entering one’s house 

The Prophet was quoted as saying: “When a man mentions 
the Name of Allah 5* upon entering his house and eating, 
Iblis would say to his fellow devils, “There is no 
accommodation or food for you here (i.e. sleeping and eating 
in that man’s house), but when he does not, Iblis would say 
to his fellow devils, “You will get both accommodation and 
food.”' 

Invocations for leaving one's house 

The Prophet % was quoted as saying: “When a man says 
‘Bismillahi tawakkaltu ’ala Allahi la haw la wala quwwata 
ilia billahi he would be told (without his awareness): “You 
have been spared, protected and guided/' Satan will keep 
away from him and will tell another: “What can you do to a 
man who has been guided, protected and spared? ~ 

Cleaning one's teeth with Siwak 

Aisha reported: “Upon entering the house, the Prophet is 
would begin with cleaning his teeth with siwak."' 


/buTw l ' Musnad: 3/346) and Muslim (3/1599) 
reported*/ /°' 5 ° 95) ’ A ‘-Tirmidhi (No.3426). This tradition 

’ ,e Book ofTahara, Chapter 15, No.44 
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_ 0 dat ion 

Seventh^ 0 " 1 )0 fs urah 

al traditions ^°^ ong which are- 

here f ^ r ecom> liendatl0 ’ lblis detests a 

* cernin8 bouses into ** 

“Do not wrn ^ js bein g recite • 

h ses for Iblis will not enter a 

‘‘ R set e her^S^ n ^ recited/’ 2 

As for the ment of the las ; ^^Vrophef % sltfi^Allah 

effect of their recitation at om _ P ^ ^ creation 0 f 

tLTravens and the earth, and this book Q^«)» £ 
the Throne. He then revealed two verses with which He % 
concluded Al-Baqara\ and there is not a house in which such 
two verses are being recited over three nights, but that Iblis 
kept away from it.” 3 


Muslim 1/539 - 

Ke P°rted by Al u 0 ,. 
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RELIGIOUS SCIENCES AT Ho\j e 
T he Eighth Recommendation 

Teaching one’s wife and children 

Teaching one’s wife and children is a duty whi h 
of family should carry out in compliance with 
Command, as the following verse indicates- <y * 
believe, shield yourselves and your families ft * ko 
whose fuel will be men and stones.) (At-Tahrim-^ 3 ^ 
This verse refers to the teaching of one’s family re ij • 
issues, by commanding them to do what is permissibK 
preventing them from committing the forbidden. Here are 
some interpretations of the above verse concerning the duty 
of the head of family: 

- According to Qatada. the head of family should command 
his wife and children to obey Allah and prohibit them 
from disobeying Him. He should also teach them what 
Allah commands and support them in complying with it 
If you see them commit an act of disobedience, then 
intervene and stop them. 1 

- According to Adh-dhahhak and Muqatil, it is the duty 
Muslim to teach his family and relatives what is law u 
unlawful. 


,,2 

- Ali said, “Teach and discipline them. 


[■‘ti-Tabari:2S/\6b 
' Tafsir lbn Kathir:&/\94 
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n and vviveS 

-ourchU^ess.” 

CS*"'* fm ale slaves. «W nWh 

* i0 ” ,**•".'£%****”' d 

W5J- a" d *' p r ophet * said, 

1 u Al Bn*** th °, the P third is the 

i» two reward— ^ roan ners, 

,people *'i s ave who teaches h« « matters), 

par * a i‘s momtaportant than 

tad Of family or father may be preoccupied With his 
: and other engagements and may, as a result, neglect h is 
ofteaching his wives and children. However, he should 
e to allocate one day of the week on which he educates 
"amily and even relatives on religious issues. He should 
mit himself to do it regularly and encourage the family 
lend. There is a tradition reported by Al-Bukhari which 
eates that the Prophet % allocated one day on which he 

*XZ e ”s°o n ra r e e " 8iOUS Ab “ “ 

* s Messenger! Men h”w Kk'° ld Pr ° Phet *• “° 
Jay to us f r0 m ken >™ u aw ay from us. 
~' r The Pr„ph e , <to lec ‘ure them on 
,h «n. laug^ ^’™,? ed '° do ‘hat, and 

' There is another 


met i 



^MAmau.u 
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narration quoted by Abu Hurayra * which goes: “Our 
meeting at the house of so and so.' He % in fact went and 
lectured them.” 1 

It is inferred from the above tradition that women are taught 
at home, that the wives of the Prophet’s companions were 
persistent to learn the teachings of Islam, and that to strive to 
teach men only is a negligence on the part of preachers and 
heads of families. 


Some readers may ask the following question: “Suppose we 
allocate one day for a religious circle and inform our family 
of it. What is usually presented in such circles, and how are 
they introduced?” Below is a list of religious literature you 
should use for teaching the family in general, and women in 
particular: 

1. Read some chapters or extracts from Tafsir Ibn As- 
Sa'di, knows as Taysir Al-Karim Ar-Rahman fi 
Tafsiri Kalami Al-Manan\ a seven volume book, 
written in detailed and simple style. 

2. Read certain traditions from Riyyadh As-Salihin , 
giving comments and highlighting any lessons 
withdrawn. You may refer to Nuzhat Al-Muttaqin for 
that. 

3. Siddiq Hasan Khan’s Husnu Al-Uswa fima thabata 
mi Allahi wa Rasulihi fi An-Niswa. 

Jurknn!? important l ^ at you teach women some laws of 
givin P e zT*t' / UCh aS puriflcation C At-Tahara ), praying, 
8 Zk ’ fastm §’ Pilgrimage (if she can do it), food, 

FathAl-Bari: 1 / 195 . 


a unla wful 
f A/~Fit rCI a u n tog ra P^ # 

llolI id also include 
, for women shouw ml „ent 

hitig pr°g ramnl n) in lectures gi ven L? (Wanic 

The Ninth Recommendation 

Providing an Islamic Library at home 

I, „ necessary to have a huge library, but the ideal 
bookshelf should include important books which members or 
the family can access for reading. The head of family should 
have some books in the sitting room so that guests may 
benefit from them, in the bedroom for him and his wife, and 
in the children’s room. The bookshelf should include 
references for different issues, and books of different levels 

di . Vide f d ^cording 

z 

Ta fi‘rlbn Kathir T f 

s Zubda, ? f’ Ta f s,r ‘ b n As. 

ft**, mL\ T f sir - "» Auntr lbn A| - 

Qur' n As -Sabbag h . s LaiahaTf 3 Vsul 

Jl Vlum Al- 








Al-Hadith (Traditions of the Prophet S£): Sahih Al- 
Kalim At-Tayynb , ' 'Amalul-Muslim fil-Yawmi wal- 
(or As-Sahih Al-Musnad min Azkari al-Yawm 
wal'Layla), Riyyadh As-Salihin and its exegesis 
Nuzhat Al-Muttaqin , Summarised version of Az- 
Zubaydi’s Sahih Al-Bukhari , Al-Munziri and Al- 
Albani’s summarised version of &7/7/V7 Muslim , Sa/7/77 
Al-Jami’ As-Saghir , Dha’if Al-Jami’ As-Saghir, 
Sahih At-Targhib wa At-Tarhib, As-Sunnah wa 
Makanatuha fi At-Tashri\ and Nazim Sultan’s 
’id wa Fawa ’id minal-Arba ’ina nawaw’iyya. 

Al-Aqida (Creed): Fath Al-Majid Shark Kitab At- 
Tawhid (revised by Al-Ama’ut), Al-Hakami’s A ’lam 
As-Surmah Al-Manshura (edited) and Ma’arij Al- 
Qabul (edited), Sharh Al-Aqida At-Tahawiyya (ed. 
Al-Albani), Al-Ashqar’s Silsilat Al-Aqida , and 
Yussuf Wabil’s eight-volume Ashratus-Sa ’a. 

Al-Fiqh (Jurisprudence): Ibn Dhawyan’s Manar 
As-Sabil and Al-Albani’s Irwa’ Al-Khalil, Zad Al- 
Ma ad , Ibn Qudama’s Al-Mughni , Fiqh As-Sunnah, 
Salih Al-Fawzan’s Al-Mulakhas Al-Fiqhi , the sets of 
Fatawas by Ibn Al-Baz, Salih Al-Uthaymin and 
Abdullah Ibn Jibrin, Al-Albani and Ibn Al-Baz’s 
Sifat Salat An-Nabiyy $£ , and Al-Albani’s Ahkamul- 
Jana ’iz. 

Moral Values and Purification of Souls: Tahdib 
a daiij As-Salikin, Al-Fawa’id, Al-Jawab Al-Kafi, 
Jarq Al-Hijmtayn wa Bab As-Sa’datayn, Ibn Al- 
^ayyim’s Al-Wabil As-Sayyib wa Raft ’ Al-Kalim At- 


pWes: Ibn Kathir’i 

Ai-Mubarkafun Oawasim, edited 

A *- A b T’hi’s/*/- ‘Awasim Al _ Umari ’s 

- ***&£!£ * 
filmed,Ibn Sami! As-Sulam, s 


Ibn 


Sow* 


’rtf'// 


Tahdib 


LawW ZiAi-Albab- 


Al- 




One may 
various 


,y also include some of the following books on 
vanous subjects by the following scholars: Muhamed Ibn 
Abdulwahhab, Abdurrahman Ibn Nasir As - Sa di, Umar Ibn 
Sulayman Al-Ashqar, Isma’il Al-Muqaddam, Muhamed 
Muhamed Hussein, Muhamed Jamil Zinu, Hussein Al- 
Aouisha, Muhamed Na’im Yassine, Sa’id Al-Qahtani’s Al- 
W ml Bara’, Az-Zahrani’s Al-Inhirafat Al- ‘Aqadiyya fi 

aras'rSS‘ ■%£ 

J* wt'C" r e<1 AI-Ghan b B s a ™ 2 ' S ,^' ^ 


Mar 

Al-Mt 

known 
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The Tenth Recommendation 


The Audio Library 


The head of family should provide an audio-library at home 
which contains a variety of beneficial audiotapes, ranging 
between lectures by prominent scholars and preachers and 
recitals of the Qur’an by different reciters. Playing an 
audiotape of the Qur’an recited by a noted reciter during the 
Tarawih Prayers will have a great effect on the family, 
whether through the impact of the meaning of words or their 
memorisation of the Qur’an just be the repetitive playing; 
and will protect them from listening to Satanic songs. 


The audio library should also contain audiotapes on Fatawa 
by a number of prominent scholars such as Abdulaziz Ibn 
Al-Baz, Al-Albani, Al-Uthaymin, and Al-Fawzan. These 
audiotapes will answer the religious queries of one’s family 
concerning day-to-day matters. However, one should be 
careful in selecting the party from which to seek advice on 
religious matters. Here, one should rely on the most 
authoritative scholar; that is, one known for his piety, 
reliance on authentic traditions, impartiality, acceptance of 
evidence, moderation; that is to say, no extremity or 
intolerance. A scholar who has these characteristics should 
be the well-informed expert we should rely on: ^Ask any 
informed (person) about him.) (Al-Furqan:59) 


There are, of course, a large number of audiotapes available 
as well as scholars and lecturers on religious matters. But it 
is important for the listener to develop an awareness of 
w e |J ler or no * a scholar or lecturer is following the right 
cree . If the scholar or lecturer is on the right creed; then 
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pleasing people. 

,eaudio library would also have a great effect on children, 
r example, it has been proven that many children have 
morised parts of the Qur’an just by the repetitive listening 
audiotapes of young reciters of the Qur’an. Audiotapes, 
ebooks should also be arranged neatly in the bookshelf in 
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men ana believing women! Do not 
anything except destruction.) 

The visit of the pious will increase r ■ 
house, and even more, one would benefit ! ° f fa " h ln Vour 
their talk, queries and discussions. One wo? deal ^ 
beautiful scent from the seller of nrnsk as h get a 
indicated in one of his traditions, or buy fm!* 
Therefore, having such people at home and having chilHr 
parents, brothers, and women (behind a screen) Lenin!"’ 
an education for all. g s 


The Twelfth Recommendation 
Learning Islamic laws specific for the house 
- Observing prayers at home: 

The Prophet M said: “With the exception of the compulsory 
prayers, the best ones are those observed at home. 
means that a man must observe the compulsory P ra y® r |’ a . 
public mosque, unless he has a strong reason or no uM 

so. The Prophet % also said in th \ reS f eC sp is more 
observance of optional ( Nafila ) prayers at his ou a$ 
rewarding than his praying at others 1 ? US ^y 10 S que) is 

observing congregational prayers (at a pu >c ^ 
more rewarding than observing them individua y- 

i jjf the bottom 

As for women, the more a prayer is observed sa id*. 

of the house, the better it is, as the Prophet % 0 


' 2 Al-Bukhari, Fath Al-Bari : 731 

“ Reported by Ibn Shayba. See Sahih Al-Jami \ No.2953. 
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(...Approach houses through their [front] doors., 

Bo«jara:l 89) 

- It is permissible to enter inhabited houses without asking 
for permission if there is provision there for whoever enters 


,jotted bv At ToW 

interpretation in Tuhfal Al~ 


29 








friends’ home^aSd^n^^iS 1 ***** in °»e’ s r 
keys provided the 

should not be held against the hi?T n ° ob J ect '°n to, T! c 
against the sick nor^ai™ b d nor a 8 a inst the l a l? (h 
your own homes or at CUSST for ** 2* 
or your brothers’ or your C, 

aunts homes on your father’s 
on your mother’s side, or those whose kevs Z ? ° r aun,s ’ 
custody, or with some friend of yours. There is noTo^ 01 * 
to your eating either together or separately.) (^-^61)"°" 

- Warning children and servants not to go in the parents’ 
bedroom without permission, especially before dawn prayer, 
afternoon nap, and after the night prayer ( Alisha ). These 
are the times of privacy during which a person may not be 
dressed decently. However, if they see something indecent 
outside these times, then they should be forgiven. Allah S 
says in this respect: <You who believe, have those whom 
your right hands control and those of you who have not yet 
reached puberty, ask permission from you on three 
occasions: before the daybreak prayer; when you take o 
your clothes at noon [for a siesta]; and after the late evening 
prayer. You have three times of privacy. There is ^ 
objection for you or for them outside those times as 
move around you, so some of you may wait on ot j iers \ 
Allah explains signs to you; Allah is Aware, ise " 
Nur: 58) 

- It is unlawful to pear into someone else’s 

permission: The Prophet * said: 

someone else’s house without permission, then poke 
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deserting one’s wife a a ^ for deserting her outside 
in the footsteps of the Prophet * 
when he deserted his wives and stayed outside their rooms. 

• Do not sleep on your own at home: Ibn Umar was quoted 
as saying, “ The Prophet M forbade spending the night or 
toeing atone.” Loneliness makes one vulnerable to the 

ha ™8 » company 
falls ill. 5 y nd thlef at b ay, and assist one when he 

tu- 

^ Hits tradition is also 
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- Do not sleep in a high place without a walled border in 
order not to fall down: The Prophet % said, “Whoever 
sleeps in a place without a walled border, no one is to blame 
but himself if he falls down and dies." 1 

- Cats do not dirty a cup if they drink from it or food if they 
eat of it: Abdullah Ibn Abu Qatada reported that a cat licked 
some water from a pot which had been prepared for his 
father to do his wudhu \ As he was doing his wudhu ’, he 
was told, “O Abu Qatada, a cat licked water from that pot." 
He replied, “I heard the Prophet ^ say, “A cat is part of the 
family, and among the males and females who go around in 
the house."' In another wording, “It is not impure. Rather, it 
is among the males and females who go about in the house.” 3 


% 


in SahJhAH ^xP^m ^ unan ' No-5041. This tradition is mentioned 

Awn At-Ma bud. 13/384. 
mentioned in \sahih. jJK ™^ Musnad 5/309 - ™* edition is also 

mentioned in SahthA^Jam, ' D ^~^ usnad 5/309 - This tradition is also 




32 



SOCIALISE AT 

cvi.g <>PP or, • ,n, • [cond uctedl *»<■*» 

Al» * among ‘"“"“'"^ issues together is 

{m,y “LX interaction f 

Sitting and d ^ family s sollda \ t A llah & has 

indicative without saying decision- 

cooperation. It S oes W ,i wit h the task of decisio 
entrusted the head of Jam y to others 

making, however, adu , ts> jg a form of 

e f c f y W such initiative gives them the opportunity to 
£lder responsibility and feel their views are valued when 
asked to voice them. Issues of discussion may, tor instance, 
■evolve around pilgrimage, optional pilgrimage (‘ Umra) in 
*amadhan, keeping in touch with one’s kin, permissible 
>utings, organising feasts, weddings, celebrating a new birth, 
noving homes, charitable projects such as the census of the 
•oor in the neighbourhood and donating money and food to 
nem. Other issues may include the discussion nf ih a e •. 
'“«• problems faced by relatives ™H b f ‘ imil 5' 

’wards resolving them. CS ’ and how t0 contribute 

also be 

5s 'stheri n8dau §hter^ ^ m ° ther should ■ !? and foe 

'awT s d h ^ ividua "y 


33 






ikuallv an ideal way of a conversation is by 
S “ o agC When 1 was your age. ..I..•” This phrase has a great 
saying, we , come d by many youth. The lack of being 

openand frank may lead those youth to have delinquents for 
companions, which would have negative consequences on 
both the children and family. 


Recommendation 14 

Family squabbles should not be brought up before the 
children 


It is very rare that a home is free of any squabbles; 
reconciliation is a good venture, and adherence to the truth is 
a virtue. However, what shakes the solidarity of the family 
and harms the internal edifice is that parents reveal their 
quarrelling in front of the children. As a result, members of 
family are divided into two blocs or more, those who support 
the father and those who support the mother. The victims in 
this case is usually the children, especially the young ones 
who become affected psychologically. Imagine a situation 
in which the father tells his son, ‘do not talk to your mother;’ 
and the mother tells her son, ‘do not talk to your father!’ 
Obviously, the child would be in a psychological dilemma, 
an every one else would be living in one. Therefore, one 
Should avoid such squabbles, but if they happen, one should 

not reveal them before the children. 
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„ to the Muslim woman is that you should not 
My message to t not allow one of your 

feelhurtl fyo^ usbandorfath ause ^ ^ ^ she „ a 

h ne dtfluTnce and would affect your behaviour. Be wise and 
Jn no allow your neighbour to influence you by comparing 
ht husband with yours and pressurising you towards asking 
lour sband things that he cannot bear. You should also try 
toadvise your husband if you notice that his companions in 

your home beautify the evil to him. 

TRY TO BE PRESENT AT HOME 
AS MUCH AS YOU CAN 

The presence of the father at home controls things and 
enables him to supervise the education and redressing of 
matters through observation. According to some fathers, 
being absent from home is the norm, and it is only when 
there is nowhere to go that they would stay at home. This is 
wrong. If man’s absence from home is for worshipping, then 
he should try to balance between his presence and absence at 
home. However, if his absence from home is for pleasure 
and squandering of time, then he should try to minimise his 
business dealings, and avoid an empty social life. 

Cursed are people who neglect their families and 
squander time in amusement centres... 

I do not wish to dwell on Allah’s enemies’ schemes, which 
are designed to corrupt the Muslim family. However, here is 
a esson which one can withdraw from the following 
satement quoted from the French Masonic Al-Mashriq Al- 
zam u etm of 1923: “In order to separate the individual 
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4. Children’s age, understanding and the degree of error 
committed should be taken into account when forcing 
punishment. 

5. Beware the negative attention to detail and counting 
every move they make. 

A Relevant Story: 

One day a person told me that a father has a computer in 
which he stores the mistakes of his children by date and 
nature. When a mistake is committed, he would summon his 
son or daughter, open his/her file and list his/her past and 
present mistakes. 

Commentary: 

We are not in a company to do that nor is the father the angel 
charged with the task of recording mistakes. Such father 
should refer to further books on the fundamentals of Islamic 
education. 

In contrast, I know some people who would refuse to 
interfere in their children’s affairs at all, on the grounds that 
a child would not discover that a mistake is a mistake, and 
that a sin is a sin unless he/she commits it. This is a deviant 
belief which is the result of saturation with Western 
philosophy and the denigrated principle of giving freedom. 


Some parents would give unlimited freedom to their children 
lest, according to them, they should hate them. They say, “It 
oes not matter what he/she does; the most important is to 
their i'L ° Ve • ^ ers w ould give unlimited freedom to 
parent? \ ^ m response t0 th eir experience with their 
believe'that gr u 0u ^ ds that stri ctness is negative. They 
hey should do the opposite of how their fathers 
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the Battles of Badr and Al-Khandaq , such as the 
Prophet’s % experience with the man who used to 
starve and overburden his camel. 

• Stories of the pious such as Umar’s 4* experience 
with the woman and her hungry children in the tent. 

• The story of Ashab Al-Ukhdud{ihe makers of the pit 
of fire). 

• The people of Paradise in surah Al-Qalam. 

• The three men in the cave. 

There are more interesting stories which a father may relate 
and comment upon in a simple way. These stories will have 
a positive influence on children, away from unrealistic and 
frightening stories which would instil fear and cowardice in 
children. 


- Who are your children’s companions? Going out with 
bad children will have a negative influence on your son’s 
behaviour, such as the use of bad language at home. Try to 
choose and invite their peers from relatives and neighbours 
to play with them at home. 


- Entertaining and Purposeful Children’s Games: 
Parents should organise their children’s toys by allocating a 
special storage place for them. Avoid buying unlawful toys 
or games such as musical instruments, toys which contain 
the Cross, and backgammon. 


u/nrUou * ““pwwun is iu provide a domestic 
meSl \ ° bbieS SUCh as ca W. Electronics, 
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caught him, he put one hand under his chin and the 
other on top of his head, and then kissed him.” 


Recommendation 18 

Strictness in Observing Mealtimes and Bedtimes 

Some homes are like hotels, whose occupants do not really 
know each other, and who rarely meet. Some children eat 
and sleep whenever they wish, thus wasting time and eating 
irregularly. This chaotic style causes family disintegration, 
the use of a lot of effort, time-wasting, and fosters a lack of 
discipline. Those who have valid reasons for not having set 
times for the usual regular meals may be excused. Students, 
for example, have different times at school and universities, 
whether male or female. Also, employees and traders’ times 
are different. This is not the case with everybody, but one 
should bear in mind that there is nothing sweeter than a 
family gathering around one table, an opportunity to get 
acquainted with the affairs of the other members of the 
family and to discuss interesting general issues. The head of 
family should be strict in setting the time for returning home 
in the evening, in asking permission for going out, especially 
for the young and underaged who are feared for. 
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Despite the fact that the our motives are different from theirs, 
and that a Muslim would protect his wives by supporting 
them financially, the emancipation of women movement has 
been very active in the Muslim world to the extent that some 
women would go abroad and work so that her degree would 
not be wasted away. The Muslim world is not in need for 
such things on a large scale. There is evidence that many 
men are without jobs, while providing employment 
opportunities for women continues. 

What is meant by ‘on a large scale’ is that the need for 
women’s work as teachers, nurses and doctors, in accordance 
with Islamic laws, is something existent. But my venture in 
the above introduction stems from the fact that some women 
would go out to work unnecessarily, and sometimes in return 
for a small pittance. This is because they feel that they 
should go out to work, even if they do not need to, and even 
though the work place is inappropriate for them. This 
foolish move has resulted in serious fitna. 

The main difference between the Islamic and Secularist 
conception of women’s work outside is that the Islamic 
conception sees that, in essence, women should ^Remain in 
your homes), but go out only if it is necessary, as the 
tradition indicates: “You have been permitted to go out for 
the purpose of your needs.” In contrast, the Secular 
conception views the act of going out as essential in all 
circumstances. 


To be fair, we may say that a woman’s work outside may be 
necessary in the case, for example, where she is the 

mr! d Tr f er u° fthe fam ' ly due t0 a de ceased husband or an 
incapable father, etc... In fact, in some countries which are 
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shake the foundations of the matrimonial home? The 
answer is that only a woman whom Allah M guides 
would feel they are still in need of their husband even 
though she were more qualified than him and earned 
more than him. Generally, problems of maintenance 
of working women and domestic expenditure are 
endless. 

• Physical tiredness, pressure and stress are 
incompatible with women’s biological nature. 

In conclusion, the issue of women’s work outside should be 
viewed in terms of Islamic Laws and knowing the 
circumstances under which a woman should or should not go 
out to work. One should not be prefer the worldly rewards 
over taking the Path of Truth. My advice to the Muslim 
woman is that she should fear Allah % and obey her husband 
if he advises her to give up her job for her own sake and that 
of her family and house. Furthermore, the husband should 
not adopt vindictive measures against her, and should not 
usurp her wealth. 
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in another wording reported by Abu Dawud: ...Is there 
mongst you one who, upon having sexual >intercourse with 
Z wife, would shut his door, cover himself up and conceal 
himself with the curtain of Allah «?. They replied Yes. 
He said, ‘Then would sit and say, ‘I did so-and-so, I did so- 
and-so ’ The people remained silent. The Prophet M then 
turned to the women and said (to them), ‘Is there any woman 
amongst you who relates the privacy of sexual intercourse to 
people?’ They remained silent. Then a girl fell on one of 
her knees and raised her head before the Prophet M so that so 
that he could see and listen to her. She said, ‘O Allah’s 
Messenger! They (i.e. men) describe the secrets (of 
intercourse) and they (i.e.women) also describe the secrets 
(of intercourse) to the people.’ The Prophet M said, ‘Do you 
know what these people are like? Their case is similar to a 
female devil, who meets a male devil on the roadside; and 
fulfils his desire with her while people are watching.” 1 


2. Disclosing marital squabbles to people may complicate 
matters further, for the interference of people in private 
matters may lead to more harshness in most cases. The 
solution may be through correspondence between two people 
who are close relatives to the couple. This may only be a 
last resort after direct reconciliation becomes impossible. 
When matters reach this stage, then one should follow the 
command of Allah <Then appoint (two) arbitrators; one 
from his family and the other from hers; if they wish for 
peace Allah will cause their reconciliation.) (An-Nisa’: 35) 


Sunan Abu Dawud :2/627 This 
Jami\ No.7037. 


tradition is also mentioned in Sahih Al- 
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moral values at home 

Recommendation 21 

Spreading the character of kindness at home 

Aisha quoted the Prophet % as saying: “If Allah * wants 
good for a family. He 3? would create kindness among its 

members." 1 . • 

In another wording, “When Allah « loves a family, He & 
would create kindness among its members."" This means 
that each of them would show kindness towards the other. 
Kindness is one of the causes of happiness. It is very useful 
for both spouses and children, and, unlike violence, has 
positive results. The Prophet M said: “Allah loves 
kindness, and would reward it more than violence or 
anything else.’ 0 


Recommendation 22 
Helping One’s Wife with the Housework 

Many men refuse to help with the housework in the belief 
that this would undermine their status. As for the Prophet 
He used to sew his garments, mend his shoes, and do what 
other men would do in their homes." 4 This tradition was 


'Reported by Imam Ahmed, Al-Musnad*m. It is also reported in 
Sahih Al-Jami ’:203 P 

Ib " AbU Dunya and 0thers ' h iS alS0 mentioned in Sahih 

« RennnpH $ Y"® 0 ' Ki,abuUB ' rri ^s-Silc wal-Adab : 2593 

6,1:1 
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S«me» exaggerate sometimes when they ask their wives 
for dinner immediately, whilst the food is Still being cooked 
and whilst the baby is crying for milk. They would neither 
hold the baby nor wait for a moment. The traditions and 

examples quoted above should be considered as lessons for 
us all. 


Recommendation 23 
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reason that the Prophet * advised Jabir 4* to marry a virgin 
saving to him: “What have not you married a virgin, so that 
you may play with her and she may play with you, and y ou 
may amuse her and she amuse you.” 

The Prophet % said in this context: “Anything devoid of 
Allah’s invocation is a play except four, among which is: A 
man playing with his wife.’ ~ 

The Prophet M used to play with is wife ‘Aisha whilst both 
washing, as she said, “The Prophet m and I would wash 
together from the same vessel between us. He would reach 
for the water first, and I would say to him, ‘leave some for 
me.’ She added: ‘And we were both in a state of impurity 
( Janaba ). 2 3 

As for his playing with children, the most known story that 
you should remember is the one about Al-Hasan and Al- 
Hussein. Perhaps this story constitutes one of the reasons 
behind the children’s excitement upon seeing the Prophet’s 
% return from a journey. They would rush to meet him, as 
the following tradition indicates: “Upon his return, the 
Prophet % would be received by the children in his 
household,” 4 and he would hold them, as Abdullah Ibn 
Ja far reported, “Upon his return from a journey, the Prophet 
^ would be received by us; Al-Hasan, Al-Hussein and me. 


2 *' aUlAl -Bari: 9 l\ 2 1 

Sahih Al-Jamrts^^ 1 ™ AsharatuNisa ’in, p:87. It is also rep 

4 Ml 1 " 1 ’ Shorh An-Nawcn\>i- 4/6 

Muslim, 4/1885-277? r 

t0T lnt erpretation, see Tuhfat Al-Ahuzi, i 
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Recommendation 24 
Preventing Misbehaviour at Home 

No family member is free of any misconduct, such as lying, 
backbiting etc...But these evil characteristics should be 
fought and eliminated from the household. Some people 
believe that physical punishment is the only solution to the 

lh ep e T m the foUowi "S tra dition 

“WheneverplhT^* USed t0 deal with such 
Sl gllK &om his household he dlsc ° vered someone was 
h she repented .” 3 ’ he would avoid him/her until 

—— 

also reports o . 


^'•WNo.4675 
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Parents should infer from the above tradition that avoiding 
one and refusing to talk to them is probably more effective 
than physical punishment. 


Recommendation 25 
Hanging a Whip in a Visible Place 1 

Hinting at punishment in different ways is one of the elegant 
methods of punishment. According to the following 
tradition, hanging a whip in a visible place is quite 
purposeful. The Prophet % said: “Hang the whip in a place 
where the family could see it, for it is a discipline to them.” 2 

The visibility of the instrument of punishment discourages 
members of the household to misbehave, believing that if 
they do, they would be punished. This method would also 
correct them and make them behave properly. Ibn Al-Anbari 
said in this context: “The whip is not meant for beating, 
because nobody has commanded that. But what is meant is 
that you, as a father, should not neglect their discipline.” 3 

Beating has never been the basis of discipline, and should 
only be a last resort after all other avenues have been 
exhausted. The method of discipline should also follow in 


R e p°rt e d by Abu Na im in Al-Hilya : 7/332. It is also reported in As- 
Silsila As-Sahiha, No. 1447. 

As-Saltiha- ^ 447 '’^ a ^ aran ‘ 1 0/344-345. It is also mentioned in As-Silsila 
3 See Al-Manawi’s Faydh Al-Qadir: 4/325. 
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avoid things which bring 

EVIL TO YOUR HOME 1 



Recommendation 26: Make sure that relatives, who are 
lawful for your wife to marry, do not enter your house during 
your absence. 

Recommendation 27: Separate men and women during 
family visits. 

Recommendation 28: Beware the dangers that chauffeurs 
and servants may cause. 

Recommendation 29: Expel womanish men from your 
home. 

Recommendation 30: Beware of certain programmes on 
television. 

Recommendation 31: Beware the evil of the telephone. 
Recommendation 32: Remove any item which contains 
symbols of the infidels’ religions, their idols and gods. 
Recommendation 33: Remove pictures of human beings 
and animals from your house. 

Recommendation 34: Ban smoking in your house. 
Recommendation 35: Do not have dogs in your house. 
Recommendation 36: Do not decorate your house heavily. 
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- Make sure that the building does not contain a 
brothel or the like, or contain housing complexes 
with mixed swimming pools. 

Make sure that your would-be house does not stand 
on a site that looks on another’s house nor on a site 

*“ r£ enab ' e Pe ° ple ,0 l00k inside your 
«'en<i the wall hpo S sib|e ble ’ 'h'" PU ‘ curtains and 

Design: 

*fer einners >ruc.ure of the b 

r-■ is? si,,ing « tr ,ry - 

ns and screens. 


57 








Put curtains on your windows so that the neiohu 
would not see into the house, especially 
evening when the lights are turned on and the in -7 
of your house is easily seen. mside 

Make sure toilets do not face the Qibla. 

Choose a spacious house with many rooms if vn „ „ 
afford it, for the following reasons: an 


“Allah ■Ss loves to see the effect of His blessing un 0 n 
His servant.” p 

“There are three signs of happiness and three signs of 
misery. The three signs of happiness are: First, a 
pious wife who pleases you when you look at her 
whom you trust with her own self and your wealth 
when you are absent from home. Secondly, a beast 
leaning forwards, and ready to take you to your 
companions. Thirdly, a spacious house. The three 
signs of misery are: First, a wife who displeases you 
when you look at her, who is rude to you, and whom 
you cannot trust with her own self and your wealth 
when you are absent from home. Secondly, a slow- 
moving beast which makes you tired when you hit it, 
and which does not take you to your companions if 
you leave it. Thirdly, having a small house.”" 

Being health-conscious by letting the sun and air into 
the house. 


In conclusion, having all these facilities depends to a large 
extent on one’s financial capabilities. 


1 Reported by At-Tirmidhi, No.2819. He classed it as Hadith Hasan 

(good) . 

2 Reported by Al-Hakim: 3/262. It is also reported in Sahih Al-Jami : 
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Generally, bad neighbours would have a negative influence 
on the family. As a practical solution, it is recommended 
that one should try to have as a neighbour one’s relatives 
even if is costly, for having a good neighbour is priceless. 


‘KXy A1 Buk . ’ ' ‘ 1$ 3lS0 meWi ° ned in Sahih At- 
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Necessai-v n Reco ! tlment ' a *ion 39 

■cessary Domestic Repairs and Convenie nces 

Par, of Allah’s Blessings upon us is th 
comforts which facilitate our daily u ' aVaillbi % « 
as the air-conditioner, refrigerator K ,j v "' S lim '. «t 
machine, etc...Therefore, i, is advisable* tavefc Wsh " 8 

the best quality which the head of the family desbevS" 
ex ravagance or hardship. 1, is also advisable ,SS 
between essentials and non-essentials. ^ h 

The head of family should also repair any broken-down 
appliances such as the fridge, washing machine, and try to 
help with the hard tasks. Some women complain about the 
squalor of their houses: Insects are everywhere, drains are 
blocked, items are broken and rubbish bins smell etc...There 
is no doubt that these are obstacles which stand against 
achieving happiness at home. They are health hazards and 
ignite marital squabbles. A wise person should deal with 
such domestic issues at once and avoid problems. 


Recommendation 40 

Health and Safety Measures 

„ - reported that whenever 
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According to Muslim’s wading. y0 ur lamps, and tie 

your containers and utensils, e g IblisWO uld not open a 

1 mouth of your water-sbn, fejbte ^ cQvered? or 

iTetn^hmgThThas been tied; and believe it, even a little 
bug can set fire to a house (i.e. by pulling the wick). 

The Prophet % also said in this respect: “Do not leave the 
fire lit in your houses when you go to sleep.” 4 


N °' 2059,11 also men,K> " Kl in S °M at 
F „ It is also mentioned i 

a,fl Al-Bari: ll/ 85 


in 


61 






‘J22^p j- y 



fnn-QRen 


^amicalu 


description 

OF 


Explanation 


KHASHf HaQQ) 


worrying 






















































9 






















